
Prof.: Deborah Needleman Armintor 
Contact: 24/7 Via Course Blackboard Message 
Office Hrs: LANG 409B by appointment 

 

 
ENGL 3430.003 * SPRING 2017 

 

SURVEY OF BRITISH LITERATURE TO 1780 
 

LANG 210* TTH 11:00-12:20 
 
 
 

Course Description & Required Text:  
This class covers roughly five-hundred years of British literary history. Our goal will be to 
become better readers of Early Modern British literature, and to explore how attitudes about the 
meaning of literature, criticism, verse, prosody, drama, narrative, and authorship varied over 
the centuries and from author to author. We will use The Norton Anthology of English 
Literature, Volume 1  (note that page numbers vary with different editions), and our class 
Blackboard page. You can access our class Blackboard page via the UNT website homepage ( 
www.unt.edu ) or through your “my unt” account at https://my.unt.edu/ 

 
Course Requirements & Grading: 

 
Essay #1 (1/3rd of course grade): a 5-7 page original formal essay that goes beyond what has 
already been covered in class discussion, advancing an original argument about some unusual 
and noteworthy aspect of 1 or 2 of the readings covered in our syllabus. Your paper must be 
structured around a clearly stated, thought-provoking, original thesis about your chosen 
text(s) that goes beyond what has already been addressed in class discussion. On a paragraph- 
by-paragraph basis, I will primarily be looking to see how you go beyond the obvious and 
beyond class discussion in choosing and articulating your arguments, and in presenting your 
close readings, analyses, and examples. Overall, I will be evaluating the originality, 
intelligence, and consistency with which you cite, dissect, and analyze specific quotes from 
the text; and the quality of your writing and organization. Be sure to stick to the text and your 
thesis at all times, avoiding unnecessary sermonizing, auto/biographical information, and 
other kinds of rhetorical “filler” at all costs. You needn’t reference any additional critical or 
primary sources from outside the syllabus, but if you choose to do so you must provide 
complete bibliographical information in an MLA-style Works Cited list. Your essay must be 
well written, double-spaced, and in a reasonable font (Times New Roman 11-12, for 
instance), with 1-inch margins all around. 

 
Essay #2 (revision or expansion of Essay #1 (1/3rd of course grade): 6-8 pages. Format 
requirements are the same as above. My written comments on your first paper will provide 
you with a personalized mission (“should you choose to accept it”) to revise or expand your 
first paper into an original, compelling, and somehow (critically, historically, or thematically) 
contextualized argument using new readings and/or examples 

 
 
Multiple Choice Test on Sec. III & IV (1/3rd of course grade): Week 15, 15 Qs, in- class 

http://www.unt.edu/


 

READING ASSIGNMENTS & DUE DATES 
 
The reading assignments listed in the following pages constitute a tentative game plan for the 
semester, and are not carved in stone. Daily readings are subject to change depending on the 
pace of class discussion, the whim of the instructor, and/or students’ comprehension of the 
material. The instructor will announce the following day’s reading assignment and discussion 
topic by the end of each class meeting. 

 
 
 
week 1 

Section I: The Medieval Period 

T, 1/17: Introduction to the Course 
TH, 1/19: Anon, “Everyman”  

 
week 2 
T, 1/24: “Everyman” 
TH, 1/26: Intro to Chaucer (Lecture & Discussion) 

 
week 3 
T, 1/31: Chaucer, Canterbury Tales, General Prologue  
TH, 2/2: Chaucer, Canterbury Tales, General Prologue  
 

 
 
week 4 

Section II: The Renaissance 

T, 2/7: Sidney, “Defense of Poesy” 
TH, 2/9: Introduction to The English Sonnet (Lecture & Discussion) 

 
 
week 5 
T, 2/14: Spenser: Sonnet 1 from Amoretti 
TH, 2/16: Shakespeare, Sonnet 130 

 
 
week 6 
T, 2/21: Shakespeare, Sonnet 94 

 
 

Section III: The Seventeenth Century 
 
TH, 2/23: Donne: “The Flea” 

 
 
week 7 
T, 2/28: Donne: “Love’s Alchemy” 
TH, 3/2: Herbert, Love III 

 

 
week 8 
T, 3/7: Milton: Paradise Lost, Book I & II 



TH, 3/9: Milton: Paradise Lost, Book III & IV 



week 9: SPRING BREAK 
T, 3/14: NO CLASS 
TH, 3/16: NO CLASS 
 
Section IV: The Eighteenth Century 
 
Week 10 
T, 3/21: Pope, “An Essay on Man” (Blackboard) 
TH, 3/23: Pope, “Epistle to Arbuthnot” 

 
 

Essay #1 due on or before midnight on Friday, March 24th, via Blackboard. 
 
 
 

Week 11 
T, 3/28: Eliza Haywood, “Fantomina” (first half) 
TH, 3/30: Eliza Haywood, “Fantomina” (second half) 
 
 
 
week 12 
T, 4/4: Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Book 1 
TH, 4/6: Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Book 2 
 
week 13 
T, 4/11: Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Book 3 
TH, 4/13: Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Book 4 
 
week 14: 
T, 4/18: Samuel Johnson, “Life of Dryden” (Blackboard) 
TH, 4/20: Samuel Johnson, “Life of Pope” (Blackboard) 
 

 
week 15: 
T, 4/25: In-Class 15-Question Multiple Choice Test on Sections III & IV 
TTH, 4/27: Paper-Writing Workshop 

 
 

Pre-Finals Week: 
T, 5/4: Paper-Writing Workshop (continued from Thursday) 
TH, 5/6: Reading Day (No Class) 
 

Essay #2 due on or before midnight on Tuesday, May 9th via Blackboard.  
 

NO FINAL EXAM. 
 
 



Class Policies 
 
 
Attendance & participation: are essential but ungraded. It won’t be possible to complete the 
writing assignments without them. 

 

 
Occasional lateness in coming to class: is forgiven. Things happen. No questions asked. 

 
Things you will need in my class each day: The reading of the day (book, printout, or 
electronic copy), note-taking equipment (pen or pencil, laptop, anything other than a cellphone 
so it doesn’t look like you’re texting), and something to drink or eat if you’re thirsty or hungry 
so you don’t spend the whole class period thinking about how thirsty or hungry you are. 

 
 
Things you won’t need in my class: Guns. However, as of 8/1/16, UNT prohibits faculty from 
making any demands of students that interfere with their new legal right to carry concealed guns 
in UNT classrooms and faculty offices. I understand that you have this new right, and that I 
cannot force you to comply with my personal preference on this matter. But I also reserve the 
right to state my personal preference; and to ask you to please respect my personal preference 
for the brief period of time that you’re in my classroom, and when you visit me in my office. I 
have no way of enforcing this request, or holding you accountable for it, but I’m requesting (not 
requiring) it of you all the same, both as a personal preference and as a matter of common 
courtesy. 

 
 
Plagiarism Policy: Any student suspected of plagiarism will be asked to meet with me. If I 
determine that plagiarism has occurred, I will report the student to the Office of Academic 
Integrity and recommend the maximum penalty (course failure). The student has the right to 
appeal. See http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm for definition of plagiarism & UNT 
academic integrity policy. 

 
 
Compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act: Students with disabilities requiring 
assistance are encouraged to register with UNT’s ODA. Please provide me with a written 
request by the fourth class day so I will know how best to accommodate you.

http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm
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